'The Chinook Story
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N 1956 THE U. 5. Army an-
nounced plans to replace its
piston-powered, transport heli-
copters  with  turbine-powered
equipment and fo develop a new
multiturbined, medium transport
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supplies has resulted in a major
advancement in the mobiiity of the
Army.

Mobility has long been a major
factor in the determination of suc-
cess on the battlefield. Hannibal
had hiz iE AL =L

joint U, 5. Army-Air Force selec-
tion board recommended to the
Army that the Vertol Division of
The Boeing Company be selected
to produce a new medium trans-
port helicopter.

In less than 4 years after the
go-ahead the first production Chi-
nook helicopter was delivered to
the Army. In keeping with the
policy of naming Army aircraft
after MNorth American Indian
tribes, the nmame *“Chinook™ was
chosen for the CH-47.

Beginning in 1961 the Chinook
successfully completed a series of
tests which included extreme tem-
perature evaluation, desert testing,
high altitude, arctic and opera-
tional evaluations. Through exten-
sive, successful usage in Vietnam,
the Chinook has been performance
and combat tested.

Since 1961 over 600 Chinook
helicopters including “A,” *B” and
“C” models have been delivered
to the Army. The Chinook’s ability
to transport troops, equipment and
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his mounted Cossacks and Stone-
wall Jackson his lightning-fast in-
fantry. For centuries no major ad-
vancement in the means of mobility
was developed. Field commanders
achieved their victories by unique
application of the means available
—foot soldiers, cavalry and char-
ots.

During the American Civil War
the infant railroad was used to
great advantage by both sides for
the strategic movement of larpe
bodies of troops. The first major
breakthrough in tactical mobility
came about during -World War 1
with the advent of the truck, the
tank and the air wvehicles—air-
planes and balloons. It was during
World War II that the means of
mobility made rapid advances and
we first began to see the marriage
of ground combat units with an
air vehicle and we could visualize
the advantages of airborne opera-
tions.

The Army Tactical Mobility Re-
gquirements Board (Howze Board)

in the early 1960s developed to-
day’s airmobility systems. In a
series of tests resulting from the
Howze Board's studies, the 11th
Air Assault Division (T) proved
that the CH-47 could successfully
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men, equipment and supplies in
Vietnam.

Ag the U. 5. ground forces had
by now become heavily involved
in the Southeast Asian conflict, this
was the final test prior to deploy-
ment of the Ist Cavalry Division
(Airmobile) to the battle arena—
the last chance to answer the “un-
knowns” that would determine the
success or failure of the airmobile
concept of operations. Could the
highly sophisticated Chinooks rise
to the challenge of operating in a
primitive environment while logis-
tically-supporting-frent-lina~treops
with ammunition, fuel, food
through a whole spectrum of com-
bat situations, defense troop move-
ments and artillery insertions, and
do so with any degree of reliability?
Army personrel participating in
Air Assault II indicated the CH-47
Chinook fulfilled its missions effec-
tively and efficiently throughout the
eXercise.

The operation clearly showed
that an air line of communications
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