








Second Combat Unit Receives
Full Complement of CH-47Ds

Born-again Chinook
The first of the new 16 CH-47Ds fielded to

the 132nd Aviation Co., Hunter Army Airfield
(AAF) was the object of a formal delivery
ceremony on a hot September morning in
Savannah, Ga. Following service traditions,
Maj. Gen. Andrew J. Cooley, commanding
general of the 24th Infantry Division, Ft. Ste­
wart, and Hunter Army Airfield, handed over
the logbook of CH-47D SIN 84-24165 to Maj.
Phillip J. D'Amico, commander of the
132nd.

SIN 84·24165 - SamB aircraft, Rew life.
SIN 84·24165 has a history almost as dis­

tinguished as the 132nd's. It had previously
been a CH·47A, then identified as SIN 64·
13126, which was first delivered to the Army
in 1965. Over the next 19 years, this helicop·
ter accumulated 3,554 flight hours, includ·
ing 2,560 hours in combat in Vietnam, and
its last assignment was with the 49th Trans·
portation Co" Stockton, Calif.•

such mundane things as publications, train·
ing schedules, and the stocking of spare
parts and speciallools.

To those who fly and maintain the new
Chinook. the beauty of the CH-47D is more
than skin deep. Internally it's more ad­
vanced. The aircraft incorporates mechani·
cal systems that are of later design then
even the UH-60 Black Hawk or the AH·64
Apache. These and other improvements
make the CH·47D the Army's fastest heli­
copter and enable it to carry the highest pay­
loads althe lowest cost per ton per nautical
mile. So it would not be an exaggeration to
suggest that the 132nd's 16 new CH47Ds
have the potential to do the work of 30 or
more older machines.

This promise of increased productivity
will have a profound effect on the 132nd as
well as other Chinook company com·
manders. "Something tells me that the '0' is
going to allow me to be three times as effec­
tive," said Maj. Phillip J. D'Amico, com­
manding officer of the 132nd Aviation Co.
"And that's good news, because a Chinook
company commander has to be a total man·
ager. Our training load is heavy - from
common·soldier skills up through pilot train·

(continued on page 12)

But by the end of 1985, the 132nd had
turned in the last of its CH-47As and had­
for the second time in its existence - re­
ceived another full complement of 16 brand­
new Chinooks - this time the advanced
CH-47Ds.

To some, such a changeover might ap·
pear as uncomplicated as trading in last
year's Chevy for this year:s model. After all,
a Chinook is a Chinook, isn't it? Not quite.
The Chinook's silhouette remains the same,
but inside is another matter. Hundreds of in·
ternal improvements make the CH-47D two
to three times more productive than the ear­
lier models it replaces.

Because the CH-47D is a new machine,
nearly everything at the operational level re­
quires painstaking attention early on to as­
sure the right people and the right elements
are at the right place when the new aircraft
finally arrives. These considerations include

The 132nd Aviation Co. is an experienced Chinook
customer - but its commander anticipates triple
effectiveness due to the large number of product
enhancements built into this helicopter.
H,STORY sometimes repeats itself in un·
expected ways.

In late 1967, the U.S. Army's 132nd Avia·
tion Co. received a full complement of 16
new Boeing CH-47 Chinook helicopters.
These were 8·models and in May 1968 the
unit deployed from Ft. Benning, Ga., to Chu
Lai, Vietnam. During the next 42 months, the
132nd's Chinooks took part in 12 major cam­
paigns. flew 34,410 combat hours, trans·
ported 200,125 tons at car90 and 925,898
troops, and recovered more than 300
downed aircraft.

Then, following a lour-and-a-half-year
period as a "zero strength" unit, the 132nd
arrived at ilS new home at Hunter Army Air­
field, Savannah, Ga" to support the 24th In­
fantry Division (Mechanized) at neighboring
Ft. Stewart - but this time flying A-models,
the oldest Chinooks in the Army's inventory.

•-
CH-47D: "MANAGEMENT TOOL" - Maj. Philip J.
D'Amico, commander 01 the 132nd Aviation CD., Ft.
Stewart, Ga., believes the new CH-470 will ease the
heavy management burden shared by alf Chinook com­
pany commanders.

mentation system that integrates the in­
strument-flying business and makes the job
a lot easier for the pilot. Lower workload is a
big benefit.

"The CH·47D's cockpit is also designed
for use with night-vision goggles and this al­
lows us to fly most of our operations at night.
Here at Ft. Campbell we do a considerable
number of nighttime operations. About 20 to
25 percent of our missions are flown under
the goggles, and that's how we're gOing to
survive on the battlefield in the future.

"The CH·47D also has prOVISIons for sur·
vivability equipment the M·130 flare dis·
penser and the ALQ-156 missile·warning de­
vice - and these two items together will
also give us an increased survivability capa·
bility," Col. Walker said.
Top marks from a top instructor

CW4 Bill O'Halloran is the 159th Battal­
ion's Standardization Instructor Pilot and
it's his job to train every new pilot coming
into the unit. Mr. O'Halloran echos Col.
Walker's comments about the NVG cockpit
in the CH·47D. "This thing is terrific. '. O'Hal­
loran said, "you get very little glare off the
windshield with the NVGs. "

Additional training is an integral part of
conversion to CH-470 Chinooks. "Because
the D·model is new," O'Halioran said, "ev­
eryonewho comes to us must undergo a 10­
hour D·model transition. which is normally a
five·day program. Very. very few pilots
come to us NVG qualified, and so we must
put them through a 25·hour program which
typically runs from 45 to 60 days. So right
away every pilot receives 35 hours of dedi­
cated training just to get the minimum quali·
fication on the D·model - and that's a tre­
mendous amount of training time.

"But the CH·47D is a tremendous ma·
chine. With it we do everything faster ­
multiple loads, multiple destinations - and
loads ride better, too." 0' Halloran reported.
Everything's better with the new AFCS

A visitor asks O'Halloran if there are any
noticeable differences in flight characteris­
tics between the D-model and its predeces­
sors.

"Oh, yes," O'Halloran said, "and you'll
hear pilots talking a lot about that. The new
AFCS is a big step up. The aircraft in turn is
so much more stable and the increased
flight envelope on bank-angle limitations in·
creases our ability to do everything better.
Our maneuverability is going to make a big
difference in combat in that survivability will
be enhanced through improved maneuver­
ability with the D-model.·'

"Sure, there are some things that slow us
down right now, such as dual-hook configu·
rations." O'Halioran said. "It takes us
longer to effect a hookup when flying with
night-vision goggles. It's difficult to hold the
aircraft over the one spot under goggles
when you have two hooks to load instead of
just one. But we're working a solution to that
problem.

"Everybody looks at Campbell to see
what we're doing because we've got the
equipment and we're doing things before
other people. We've been talking to the pi­
lots of the 132nd. They call us practically
everyday. We've sent them our NVG train­
ing programs and they're going to send
some of their instructors here and we're go­
ing to train them. The 132nd's pilots have
many good things to look forward to,"
O'Halioran concluded.•
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(132nd continued on page 11)

ing - and we also have a very complex
maintenance mission. So the more effective
we can be with our personnel, the better we
can perform our jobS."

The training schedule emphasizes the
fact that the CH-47D is a totally new mao
chine, and because of this it is essential that
training must occur well in advance to syn·
chnronize with the fielding of the helicopter.

"We train all our new mechanics by send­
ing them to resident schools at Ft. Eustis,
Va., or Ft. Gordon, Ga., or Ft. Rucker, Ala.
And we began by sending people in October
and November of 1984 - almost a year be­
fore we received our first new CH-47D," he
said. Maj. D'Amico stressed that careful
planning assured these newly qualified D­
model mechanics woutd remain with the
132nd for at least a year, even if a soldier
had already been with the unit for as long as
two years "Having well-trained people with
the right attitudes is essential. The attitudes
of the soldiers in this company are super
and always have been. I'm very proud of
them," he said.

The 132nd is the second combat unit to
field the CH-47D. The first was the 159th Avi·
ation Battalion, 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assaull), al Ft. Campbell, Ky.

When asked how the 132nd's CH·47Ds
will be utilized in supporting the 24th Divi­
sion, compared to how Ft. Campbell's
t59th's CH·47Ds support the 101st, Maj.
D'Amico replied: "Our Chinooks have to be
employed in a different manner due to differ­
ent tactics. The need for fuel and vehicle
spare parts, for example, are a lot higher
within a mechanized division such as the
24th, which looks toward a faster moving
battlefield situation. It takes a lot more sup­
port and a lot quicker support." •

Norway's Helikopter Service Buys
Third Boeing 234 Airliner

MODEL CUSTOMER - Joseph Mallen, president of Boeing Vertol. holds amodel of a Boeing 234 in the livery at
Helikopter Servic8, A. S., Norway's largest helicopter operator. With Mallen is Emil Gamborg, managing director
of HeJikopter Service, which purchased its third Model 234 from Boeing Vertolon Dec. 3, 1985.

HElIKOPTER SERVICE A.S., Oslo, ·Nor· enviable record of on·time performance,"
way, one of the world's leading commercial said Boeing Vertot President Joseph Mallen.
helicopter operators, purchased its third Hclikopter Service currently operates
Boeing 234 from Boeing Verlol on Dec. 3, three Boeing 234s to support Phillips Petro-
1985. Helikopter Service has been using leum in the Ekofisk oil field, which is located
this particular aircraft under lease from approximately 165 nautical miles southwest
Boeing Verlol since the summer of 1984 in of the Norwegian coastal city of Stavanger,
regularly scheduled revenue-passenger where most of Helikopter Service's offshore
service supporting oil and gas operations in support activities are located. In addition,
the Norwegian sector of the North Sea. Helikopter Service Boeing 234s support op·

"Helikopter Service is a highly valued erations of the French oil company Elf Ac·
customer who has successfully operated quitaine in the Heimdal gas field, which is
Boeing 234s in the demanding North Sea located approximately 115 nautical miles
market since July 1983, and with our northwest of Stavanger.•
airliner-type helicopters, they have built an
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