














(132nd continued on page 11)

ing — and we also have a very complex
maintenance mission. So the more effective
we can be with our personnel, the better we
can perform our jobs."

The training schedule emphasizes the
fact that the CH-47D is a totally new ma-
chine, and because of this it is essential that
training must occur well in advance to syn-
chnronize with the fielding of the helicopter.

"*We train all our new mechanics by send-
ing them to resident schools at Ft. Eustis,
Va., or Ft. Gordon, Ga., or Ft. Rucker, Ala.
And we began by sending people in October
and November of 1984 — almost a year be-
fore we received our first new CH-47D," he
said. Maj. D’Amico stressed that careful
planning assured these newly qualified D-
model mechanics would remain with the
132nd for at least a year, even if a soldier
had already been with the unit for as long as
two years ‘“Having well-trained people with
the right attitudes is essential. The attitudes
of the soldiers in this company are super
and always have been. I'm very proud of
them," he said.

The 132nd is the second combat unit to
fieldthe CH-47D. The first was the 159th Avi-
ation Battalion, 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), at Ft. Campbell, Ky.

When asked how the 132nd's CH-47Ds
will be utilized in supporting the 24th Divi-
sion, compared to how Ft. Campbell's
159th's CH-47Ds support the 101st, Maj.
D'Amico replied: *'Our Chinooks have to be
employed in a different manner due to differ-
ent tactics. The need for fuel and vehicle
spare parts, for example, are a lot higher
within a mechanized division such as the
24th, which looks toward a faster moving
battlefield situation. It takes a lot more sup-
port and a lot quicker support.”’ B

Norway’s Helikopter Service Buys
Third Boeing 234 Airliner

MODEL CUSTOMER — Joseph Mallen, president of Boeing Vertol, holds a model of a Boeing 234 in the livery of

Helikopter Service, A.S., Norway's largest helicopter operator. With Mallen is Emil Gamborg, managing director
of Helikopter Service, which purchased its third Model 234 from Boeing Vertol on Dec. 3, 1985.

HELIKOPTER SERVICE AS., Oslo, ‘Nor-
way, one of the world’s leading commercial
helicopter operators, purchased its third
Boeing 234 from Boeing Vertol on Dec. 3,
1985. Helikopter Service has been using
this particular aircraft under lease from
Boeing Vertol since the summer of 1984 in
regularly scheduled revenue-passenger
service supporting oil and gas operations in
the Norwegian sector of the North Sea.
“‘Helikopter Service is a highly valued
customer who has successfully operated
Boeing 234s in the demanding North Sea
market since July 1983, and with our
airliner-type helicopters, they have built an

enviable record of on-time performance,"
said Boeing Vertol President Joseph Mallen.

Helikopter Service currently operates
three Boeing 234s to support Phillips Petro-
leum in the Ekofisk oil field, which is located
approximately 165 nautical miles southwest
of the Norwegian coastal city of Stavanger,
where most of Helikopter Service's offshore
support activities are located. In addition,
Helikopter Service Boeing 234s support op-
erations of the French oil company Elf Ac-
quitaine in the Heimdal gas field, which is
located approximately 115 nautical miles
northwest of Stavanger. B
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